Talking & Writing to Learn: Read-Write-Reflect-Respond (tm) by Roth, Sharon A, EdD
1 
Talking & Writing to Learn: 
Read-Write-Reflect-Respond™ 
CAE Conference 2013 
10:30 - 11:45 
Sharon A. Roth EdD 
 
Agenda 
• About my own process of developing RWRR 
 
• You will participate in the RWRR process 
using the article recommended:                             
Mary Deane Sorcinelli and Peter Elbow. "The 
Faculty Writing Place: A Room of Our Own" 
Change 38.6 (2006): 17-22. 
• http://www.profsharon.net/cae/ 
 




• “Learning and teaching 
should not stand on 
opposite banks and just 
watch the river flow by; 
instead they should 
embark together on a 
journey down the water.  
Through an active, 
reciprocal exchange, 
teaching can strengthen 




• Study habits: specific commitment to 
assigned materials; reading and writing 
habits, redrafting and rethinking  
• Reflective learning practices 
• Application of assigned reading materials 




Try it out… 
• Partner up (if you haven’t already) 
 Get ready: paper, writing tool (computer 
okay), not graded for mechanics (part of 
your participation) 
• You do not need the assigned reading 
yet, please tuck it near by. 
Step 1 
• Free write  - don’t worry about spelling, 
grammar, spacing, etc. 
• The assigned reading is not to be used (yet), 
your notes are. 
• Don’t stop. Keep writing (even if all you write 
is “I don’t know what to write.”) 
• You will hear me as the signal to stop. It’s 
okay not to be finished when you are asked 
to stop writing. 




• Partner 1 speaks to Partner 2 about 
what you wrote (Do not read what you 
wrote.) 
• Partner 2 listens - just listens -- I know, 
this is hard! 
• If you have more to say after I ask you 
to stop, it’s okay - you’ll have time later. 
 
Step 3 
• Both partners (skip a space or two on 
your paper) write about what you heard 
and are  now thinking. 
• For example: consider, do you agree or 
disagree with what you heard?, do you 
wish you had said…, does what you 
heard remind you, relate to something 
else you know or read…? 
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Step 4 
• Partner 2 speaks about what they had 
written - either/or from first free write or 
both writings 
• Partner 1 listens - hard part again! 
• Remember that you’ll have time later to 
finish something you haven’t said! 
Step 5 
• Both partners write again (skip a space 
or two on your paper). 
• What else do you have to say about 
what you heard, what you are thinking, 
what you read in relationship to what 
you heard or said? 
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Step 6 
• Take out the assigned reading. 
• Together with your partner, and what 
you both wrote, find something in the 
assigned reading to support your work 
together today. 
Step 7 
• At the instructor’s discretion: 
       Possibilities include: partnering up with 
another pair of students to discuss same or 
another prompt, whole group discussion, 
create a question for a test or discussion 
group, discuss how reading meets course 
objective, or move onto a lecture or survey of 
the assigned material,etc. 
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Q & A 
• Additional info:  Used every class for 
first 8 classes.  It may become random 
depending upon the group of learners.  
Some groups start it before I even 
arrive, and make the decision for me!   
• Setting their own pace is a benefit - I 
give them the first 1/2 hour to finish. 
• Your questions? 
Thank you! 
• Thank you for you participation. 
• I welcome all comments: 
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